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The past couple of years have been really, really hard for many people in
Bristol South. With the country still reeling from the impact of Covid-19, we
are now facing an economic crisis, as well as the climate emergency.

In such times we need strong and effective political leadership. The
country needs to have confidence that those in charge have a coherent
plan, which tackles the day-to-day challenges and also the long term
issues.

There is a better way, we need to change our economy to meet the global
challenge of tackling climate change, invest in skills and training for the
long term, and fairly share national prosperity.

The next General Election may be less than eighteen months away. It cannot come soon enough.

Thank you for reading my latest report which covers some of my work on your behalf over the past
twelve months. There is much more on my website and social media, full details on the back
page.

The Cost of Living Crisis

Only the very wealthy are able to ignore the cost-of-living crisis. From food to electricity, petrol to clothes,
price increases are substantially out-stripping wage rises.

One-off payments to everyone from the government are welcome, with pensioners and those on the
lowest incomes getting more. However this limited cash injection does nothing to address long term
issues of poverty or improve supplies of carbon neutral energy. The linked incentives for energy
companies to exploit North Sea oil and gas reserves is environmental stupidity.

Following the end of lock-down I have re-started my regular free events
for local residents to come and talk to experts over a cup of tea or
coffee about any money questions, from tax credits, to pensions,
benefits, Universal Credit and other help available.

A variety of local services are at these events, including South Bristol
Advice Services, the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Bristol
City Council’s Welfare Rights and Money Advice Service and Warmer
Homes Advice and Money.

Experts are always on hand to answer queries, provide information and have a chat.
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In Westminster
One of my main roles as your MP is to scrutinise legislation,
and seek to improve the laws affecting us all. Since last
September I've led Labour's attempts to improve the Health
and Care Act, have spoken in the House of Commons on
more than 150 occasions and voted on your behalf 178
times.

Outside the main chamber of the House of Commons, I have
remained a member of the Public Administration and
Constitutional Affairs Committee (PACAC). Our work doesn't
often hit the headlines, this year we have examined the role
of the Electoral Commission, the impact of the Elections Act, English devolution as well as propriety in
public life. Most recently we took evidence from Lord Geidt, the Prime Minster's Independent Adviser on
Ministers' Interests, who resigned the very next day.

It's always a pleasure to host my annual Jobs and Apprenticeships Fair at the South Bristol Skills Academy
in Hengrove. This year was no exception with hundreds of local people attending, hearing about career
opportunitues from the dozens of employers present.

Jobs and Apprenticeships Fair 2022

Despite families facing some of the highest childcare costs in Europe, when I visit nursery providers they
tell me of the challenges they are facing due to years of chronic under-funding by national government.

The so-called "free" 30 hours childcare for children aged three or four is actually nothing of the sort. The
government only provides nurseries with a fraction of the real cost: less than two-thirds of what they
themselves believe is needed to fully fund the scheme.

In response to criticism the government proposes to change staffing ratios, putting even more pressure
on hard pressed staff. A Labour government would increase the early years pupil premium more than
fourfold, to drive up the quality of early education and keep costs down for parents.

Underfunding of childcare

COP 26 and the Climate Emergency

The task of the COP26 climate summit last autumn in Glasgow was to make decisive progress towards
halving global emissions by 2030, which could potentially keep global warming to below 1.5 degrees.

The UK should be taking a leadership role, convincing other countries by our example.

Yet the government has re-opened the door to fracking and failed to commit to the cheapest, cleanest,
quickest forms of power which are onshore wind and solar. As I write this, there is not a single energy
efficiency scheme of any kind in place, following delays to the new Energy Company Obligation scheme.

Labour's Climate Investment Pledge would invest £28 billion each and every year over a decade to create
the greener, fairer, more-secure country we need.
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Homes

For the past several months I have taken on the role of Shadow Minister for Social Care whilst my
colleague Liz Kendall MP is on adoption leave. This is a very personal issue for me as I have witnessed at
first hand the challenges facing families with relatives who need care.

Whilst the government has claimed to have “fixed” the system,
with a social care levy and a cap on some costs, there is no
guarantee of better care, more support for carers nor decent pay
for care workers. Families in south Bristol continue to pick up the
pieces of a failing system. Countrywide there are now over 13
million unpaid carers, mostly women.

Our care system must be transformed, built on the principle of
“home first” and providing early intervention to allow people to
live independently for as long as they want to. This will only be
possible with a well trained and well paid social care workforce
with decent working conditions.

There must also be a full inquiry into the role of private equity firms in care provision. Unlike charities such
as Brunelcare, companies which just seek increased returns through complex financial instruments
should have no role in this sector.

Out and about in Bristol South

Whether it's young familes in deperate need of a home to rent,
or older people seeking a safe and secure place for later years,
more people contact me for help with their housing than for any
other reason.

A decent home is essential, whether through a long-term
tenancy or home ownership, and for far too many people in
Bristol South neither option is possible. We must build the
homes we need, in the right places, such as the mixed tenure
Jessop Park development I visited in May. Whilst the homes for
sale on the site are less expensive than elsewhere, they are still
beyond the means of those on average earnings for whom
saving for a deposit is almost impossible.

The only way to address this is building more homes and fundamental reform of the rented sector,
scrapping so-called no-fault evictions and giving tenants long-term security. It may also mean giving locally
elected representatives the power to implement rent controls. This would help those wanting to rent long
term as well as prospective home buyers wanting to save. It would also provide a realistic option for older
homeowners looking to downsize who need security but no longer want the responsibility of ownership.

Social Care

Whether it's knocking on doors, visiting local organisations and business, supporting local workers or my
face-to-face surgeries it's been great to be able to meet people in person again this year.



Keep in touch with Karin Smyth MP

• E-mail Karin at karin.smyth.mp@parliament.uk

• Attend Karin's regular advice surgeries by calling 0117 953 3575

• Write to Karin at the House of Commons, Westminster, SW1A 0AA

• Like Karin's Facebook page - www.facebook.com/KarinSmythMP

• Follow Karin on Twitter @karinsmyth
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Some of the issues you've contacted me about:

Caring for the National Health Service

Animal Welfare

Environment

Foreign Affairs

Housing

Home Affairs

Sport & Culture

Backlog Britain

Politics

Covid 19

Crime

Transport

Education

The NHS continues to be an important focus for my work as your MP. I speak regularly with local NHS
officials and the GP practices in the constituency.

The Covid-19 pandemic has brutally exposed the impact on the NHS of 12 years of Conservative
government. Waiting lists for treatment were already rising before March 2020, GP practices were under
pressure, a survey in 2018 found that 80% of NHS staff had raised concerns about staffing levels.

Funding decisions, including scrapping nursing bursaries, a failure to renegotiate dental contracts and the
disastrous 2012 Health and Social Care Act have contributed to the problems we are all facing. The
response of the government has been to repeat broken promises. In 2015 they promised 5,000 extra GPs
by 2020, but by 2018 the official workforce figures revealed the NHS had, in fact, lost 1,000 GPs. If these,
and other, promises had been kept we would have had 6,000 more GPs working today.

Yet, despite our efforts to amend the recent Health and Care Act, there is still no long term workforce plan
for the NHS. The solutions are clear, recruiting, training and, vitally, retaining the staff we need. In the
longer term we must switch the focus to preventing serious illness, with more early intervention and
support based in the community not the hospital. We also need proper support for our young people, with
mental health specialists in every school, focusing on prevention and looking after their well-being.




